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ESEASA

European Union Aviation Safety Agency

FAQ n.19493

FAQs:
AD specific queries, Airworthiness Directives (ADs)

Question:
Why does an AD apply to all aircraft and not only to those that have the ‘affected’ part
installed?

Answer:

When an unsafe condition affects a certain Part Number, the AD applies to all aircraft for which
installation of the part is eligible. The reason for this is that the unsafe part could be installed on
any of those aircraft at a later stage after issuance of the AD. The AD would contain a
prohibition to install, or specify the conditions under which installation would be allowed, which
are requirements that must also apply to aircraft that do not, on the effective date of the AD,
have the part installed.
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